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The Reconstruction
The reconstruction had different impacts, both positive and negatives, but whether it succeeded or failed to achieve what it was set to achieve depends on the question is addressed. Some people think that it was a success, while others hold that it failed to address the fundamental concerns. This paper agrees with the opponents of this argument that the Reconstruction failed to address the fundamental concerns that it sought to achieve.
The Reconstruction was a political design initiated to reunite the nation after it was shattered by the civil war (Foner, 2015). Its goal was to create a new society that supported slavery abolition and bring an interracial democracy. In agreement with Foner’s argument, the reconstruction failed significantly to achieve these concerns. Despite changing the policy framework, including amending the constitution, these challenges have remained perennial problems in the United States up to date. The amendments such as the 13th Amendment that aimed to prohibit slavery and the 14th Amendment that sought to bring equal protection of the law and due process to all citizens in the United States, never really achieved the intended purposes as the same people sought to be protected under these amendments have remained discriminated and marginalized centuries later (State Historical Society of Iowa, 2021). Racial bias became a national issue, not just a problem of the south. The southerners and opponents of the reconstruction argue that the northerners became more absorbed in westward expansion and industrialization instead of the imminent problems of the former slaves (Foner, 2015).
However, the reconstruction did not entirely fail as it created some opportunities for the marginalized groups. For example, after the reconstruction, African Americans established the social institutions that they were denied before such as churches, schools, and families. The amendments of the 14th and 15th Amendments helped African Americans attain full civil rights, even though they are yet to fully realize them today. However, concerns have remained the same after the reconstruction. Some opponents who felt that the reconstruction never changed anything like Susan Clark, an African American youth in Muscatine, Iowa who was denied admission to public school in 1867 sought get help from the court. The Supreme Court ruled that there could no discrimination based on race in any public accommodations and institutions. However, different forms of discrimination have continued to face African Americans including the recent clash with the law enforcement agency in different parts of the country as a result of police brutality towards them.
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